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Friday, Oct. 3

12:30 pm Opening Remarks
1:00 Panel: Invasive Species

“The Guerrilla Planters of the Sanriku Coast:
Sowing the Seeds of Hope in the Post-Disaster
Land”

Jun Mizukawa, Lake Forest College

“The Ecology of Invasive Species”
Thomas Lamarre, University of Chicago

Moderator

Neil Brenner, University of Chicago
2:30 Break
2:45 Panel: Plant Communication

"Two Images of Pollination”
Yangqiao Lu, University of Chicago

“Vegetal Literacies”
Vicki Kirby, University of New South Wales

Moderator
Jonathan Flatley, University of Chicago

4:15 Break
4:30 Keynote Address

“The Deadly Grip of Vegetal Desire”
Giovanni Aloi
School of the Art Institute of Chicago

Introduction & Moderation
Chelsea Foxwell, University of Chicago

6:00 End



About the Keynote Address
“The Deadly Grip of Vegetal Desire”

Long dismissed as inert and unthinking, plants have been systematically
excluded from the realm of sentient life. Yet the dodder plant, an orange,
rootless, leafless parasitic vine, defies this ontological denial. This talk
begins with an encounter: a strange tangle of golden filaments entwined
in a field of rudbeckia outside Chicago. What at first appeared artificial
was, in fact, something astonishingly vegetal. Over time, dodder had

not only invaded but reconfigured its host, blooming from its stems

as if native to the plant’s body. In this moment of cohesion, when
categories collapsed, a question took root: Could this be an instance

of vegetal desire? And could vegetal desire, as a speculative concept,
play an important role in the context of the current discussion on plant
intelligence? Taking the Darwinian studies of climbing plants as a point of
departure, and drawing on speculative realism, plant neurobiology, and
colonial critique, this talk examines dodder as a living challenge to our
thinking about more-than-human relationships.

About the Speaker

Giovanni Aloi is an author, educator, and curator specializing in the
representation of nature and the environment in art. Aloi is the Editor
in Chief of Antennae: The Journal of Nature in Visual Culture and co-
editor of the Art after Nature book series, published by University of
Minnesota Press. He is the author and editor of many books on art and
nature including Art & Animals (2011), Speculative Taxidermy (2018), Why
Look at Plants? The Botanical Emergence in Contemporary Art

(2018), Botanical Speculations (2018), Lucian Freud Herbarium (2019),
Vegetal Entwinements, co-edited with Michael Marder (2023), Estado
Vegetal (2023), Botanical Revolutions (2025), and Lawn (2025). Aloi has
contributed to NPR, PBS, and BBC TV and radio programs, served as an
academic adviser for many institutions, and curated exhibitions in the
USA and abroad - among others, Earthly Observatory (2022) for the SAIC
galleries, Lucian Freud Plant Portraits for the Garden Museum in London
(2023), and Materialities (2025) for the Driehaus Museum in Chicago.

He lectures on modern and contemporary art at the School of the Art
Institute of Chicago and Sotheby’s Institute of Art in New York.



Saturday, Oct. 4

10:30 am

12:00
1:30

3:30

4:50

Keynote Address

“Queer Phytopoetics: Examining Moves to
Naturalization with Plant Sexuality”
Joela Jacobs, University of Arizona

Introduction & Moderation
Nat Modlin, University of Chicago

Lunch
Panel: Plant Media

“Must the Plant Growe”
Zach Yost, University of Chicago

Moderator
Victoria Saramago, University of Chicago

“The Rhizomatic Earth”
Michael Fisch, University of Chicago

Moderator
Jennifer Scappettone, University of Chicago

Break

Change of Venue

Logan Center for the Arts
915 E. 60th St.

Screening Room (201)

Film Screening: Revolving Rounds

Discussion
Christina Jauernik, Academy of Fine Arts Vienna
Johann Lurf, Filmmaker



About the Keynote Address

“Queer Phytopoetics: Examining Moves to Naturalization
with Plant Sexuality”

Plants have a long history of shaping the human imagination and its cultural
products - a process Jacobs calls phytopoetics. Western science and

art since Linnaeus show that plants have played a particularly big role

in co-creating ideas about gender and sexuality, causing much moral
scandal along the way. Building on this work, this talk will think through
“moves to naturalization” (akin to Tuck and Yang's “moves to innocence”

in decolonization), which involve popular visions of queer sexuality in
nature that are driven by increasing knowledge and imagination about

the reproduction of animals, plants, and fungi. While headlines about gay
penguins, lesbian seagulls, asexual plants, and queer mushrooms offer
inspiration for a diversity of relationship models, gendered performances,
and forms of reproduction, these visions of natural queerness and
inclusivity also face inherent limitations. As this talk will show with a focus
on plants, such moves to naturalization work with a complicated moral
reliance on “nature” to justify human interactions, equate sexuality with
reproduction, and raise difficult questions about the ethics of interspecies
sexual encounters. Ultimately, Jacobs argues that plants both shape and
phytopoetically push back against their instrumentalization for human
ideas about gender and sexuality - challenging the whole spectrum of
human beliefs as "green heresies.”

About the Speaker

Joela Jacobs is Associate Professor of German Studies at the University of
Arizona and co-founder of the Literary & Cultural Plant Studies Network,
which she has maintained for the last decade at plants.arizona.edu.

Her research focuses on the intersection of nineteenth- to twenty-
first-century German literature with plant and animal studies, the
environmental humanities, Jewish studies as well as the histories of
sexuality and of science. Recent books include the monograph Animal,
Vegetal, Marginal: The German Literary Grotesque from Panizza to Kafka,
a co-edited volume on Plant Poetics, and a co-edited cultural mini-
history of small matter from animalcules to viruses - including lichen
and pollen - called Microbium. A comprehensive companion to plants in
cultural studies, edited with Isabel Kranz, is forthcoming in German.




About the Conference

Recent research on plants within the sciences and
humanities has not only transformed how we understand
plants. It has overturned a range of concepts that are central
to our understanding of ourselves and our world — from
consciousness, memory, learning, intelligence, and behavior
to adaptation, environment, and planetary ecologies.

Green Heresies gathers scholars and artists in a collective,
multi-disciplinary exploration of the critical implications

of developments in the study of plants. This conference
consists of a series of presentations, discussions, screenings,
and keynote lectures aimed at delineating a “critical ecology”
adequate to the challenges and insights of "plant studies”

for thinking the basic questions and paradigms across the
sciences and humanities.

This event has been organized by the Phytological Critique
research project at the Neubauer Collegium, with additional
support from the Committee on Environment, Geography,
and Urbanization (CEGU), the Franke Institute for the
Humanities, the Film Studies Center, and the Departments of
Cinema and Media Studies, Art History, and Germanic Studies
at the University of Chicago.



About the Neubauer Collegium

The Neubauer Collegium for Culture and Society cultivates
new communities of inquiry at the University of Chicago.
Our faculty-led research projects bring together scholars
and practitioners whose collaboration is required to address
complex questions on any topic. Our Visiting Fellows program
brings the most creative thinkers from around the world

for collaboration, animating the intellectual and creative
environment on campus. Our gallery presents art exhibitions
in the context of academic research, and our public events
invite broad engagement with the scholarly inquiries we
support. The aim of these activities is to deepen knowledge
about the world and our place in it.
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