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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

 
Eligibility 
 
Who is eligible to apply? 
Each team or project must include at least one faculty member whose principal residence is in the 
Chicagoland area and who is affiliated with an accredited college or university in this area. 
 
What is the Chicagoland area? 
The Neubauer Collegium defines the Chicagoland area as the following counties: 

• In Illinois: Cook, DeKalb, DuPage, Grundy, Kane, Kankakee, Kendall, Lake, McHenry, Will 
• In Indiana: Lake, LaPorte, Porter 

Can applicants who are eligible to apply for the Neubauer Collegium’s annual research 
grant opportunity also apply for this award? 
Yes. The Neubauer Collegium has a separate Call for Proposals for University of Chicago faculty-led 
research collaborations, with its own application process. Members of the UChicago research 
community are eligible to apply for both or either of these awards. External applicants are not 
eligible to apply for the Neubauer Collegium’s annual research grant opportunity. 
 
 
Application Process 
 
How do I apply? 
All applications must be submitted through the application form. 
 
What does the application entail? 

• Project Narrative: 3–5 pages, double-spaced 
• Budget, with allocations of up to $50,000 for one year of research activities 

https://forms.gle/dBD6XracBG7uexfLA
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• Budget Narrative: 1–2 pages, double-spaced 
• CVs/resumes for all members of the research team 

 
Who is considered a member of the research team? 
A research team member is a key collaborator on the research project. Projects may include many 
collaborators – like attendees at a workshop, etc. – who are participants in project activities but not 
members of the research team. CVs/resumes are not needed for participants.  
 
What should the proposal include? 
The proposal should describe an experimental, collaborative research project that explores potential 
futures for humanistic and/or artistic research, production, and dissemination. The project should 
enact potential futures for humanistic research rather than simply discuss them. The proposal should 
include a work plan outlining the research activities. 
 
What costs should the budget include? 
The Future of the Humanities initiative supports the direct costs of research. The budget should 
include necessary costs to carry out the research activities supported by this opportunity. The budget 
should include individual line items and budget allocations for research costs, totaling no more than 
$50,000 over one year. Budgets in spreadsheet form are preferred.  
 
What should the budget narrative include? 
Please describe how costs are calculated and a brief justification of costs. The budget narrative can 
be in bullet form. 
 
Can the budget include honoraria for members of the research team? 
Honoraria of no more than $2,500 per individual and no more than $10,000 total may be included 
for members of the research team who are: 

• Arts practitioners 
• Adjunct, non-tenure track, or part-time faculty 
• Faculty whose teaching load is three courses or higher each semester/quarter throughout the 

academic year 
• Community college or teaching-track faculty 
• Tenured or tenure-track faculty at institutions that serve a student population consisting of 

at least 50% Pell Grant recipients 
• Independent researchers  

What cannot be supported in the budget? 

• Course reduction, academic leave, or salary 
• Publication subventions and other publication costs  
• Indirect costs  

Do you have any sample budgets? 
You can find sample budgets for a few types of costs at the links below. Please note that these are 
only some examples of the types of research activities that projects may include. 
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• Sample Convening Budget 
• Sample Visiting Fellow Budget 
• Sample Exhibition Budget 

 
What if I have questions about the project budget? 
Please contact Keelin Burke (krburke@uchicago.edu), Associate Director of Research Initiatives, 
with budget questions. 
 
 
Evaluation and Notification 
 
Who will review proposals? 
Proposals will be reviewed by an interdisciplinary panel appointed by the co-PI’s of the Future of 
the Humanities project. 
 
How will projects be evaluated? 

• The promise of the project’s enactment of potential futures for humanistic research 
• The originality and intellectual significance of the proposed research 
• The degree to which humanistic inquiry is integral to the success of the project 
• The degree to which collaboration is essential for the aims of the research 
• Fit between the design and feasibility of project activities and the project’s intellectual 

and/or creative goals 
• The clear and distinct impact that Neubauer Collegium support will have on the project 
• The reasonableness of costs in relation to anticipated results 

How many awards will be granted? 
We anticipate funding 4-5 projects. 
 
What is the timeline for notification? 
Both successful and unsuccessful applicants will be notified by late November 2026. 
 
 
Award Administration 
 
When will projects start? 
All projects will run from January 1 to December 31, 2027.  
 
How will projects be administered? 

• Neubauer Collegium staff will administer the project, including budget management, 
payments, event planning, and communications. 

• The Neubauer Collegium will serve as the administrative home of the project. If teams 
prefer, the Collegium can also serve as the center of operations and location for events and 
other research-related activities. 

 

https://neubauercollegium.uchicago.edu/uploads/manual-uploads/FOTH-Sample_Convening_Budget.xlsx
https://neubauercollegium.uchicago.edu/uploads/manual-uploads/FOTH-Sample_Visiting-Fellow_Budget.xlsx
https://neubauercollegium.uchicago.edu/uploads/manual-uploads/FOTH-Sample_Exhibition_Budget.xlsx
mailto:krburke@uchicago.edu
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What is the Neubauer Collegium? 
The Neubauer Collegium for Culture and Society is an interdisciplinary research incubator at the 
University of Chicago. The Collegium convenes unlikely partners to work on questions too complex 
for any single discipline or perspective to address.    
 
What are the project leader convenings? 
All project leaders will be required to convene as a broader group three times during the life of the 
award: at the launch of the project around January 2027; at the midpoint, in the spring of 2027; and 
at the close of the grant period, around January 2028.  
 
What are the reporting requirements? 
All project teams will submit a final report by January 31, 2028. 

https://neubauercollegium.uchicago.edu/

